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There are few diseases, falling under the notice of the ophthalmic surgeon that are more troublesome and more difficult to treat satisfactorily than severe cases of chronic ingrowing of the eyelashes, with more or less inversion of the edge of the eyelid. The affection commonly occurs in old neglected cases of Tinea tarsi, and still more often as the result of granular lids or other forms of chronic ophthalmia, leading to a contracted cicatricial condition of the conjunctival membrane.
The effect of this ingrowing of the eyelashes is constant mechanical irritation of the cornea, ending often in vascular opacity and loss of sight.
When the lower lid only is affected, it may generally be remedied by removing a fold of skin from the surface of the lid with perhaps a slip of the subjacent muscle; No purpose would here be served by giving cases in detail, but during the past year at the Eye Infirmary the operation has been performed in nine cases with most marked benefit, and it is surprising how the condition of the cornea improves after the source of irritation is removed, though of course in old-standing opacities, the cornea never fully recovers its transparency.
